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Biographical Statement


Howard J. Wiarda is the Dean Rusk Professor of International Relations and Head of the Department of International Affairs at the University of Georgia.  Much of his career was spent as Professor of Political Science and Comparative Labor Relations, and the Leonard J. Horwitz Professor of Iberian and Latin American Studies, at the University of Massachusetts/Amherst.  He retains his positions as Public Policy Scholar of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, and Senior Associate at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in Washington.


During 2001-2002 Professor Wiarda was Visiting Fulbright Scholar at the Austrian Institute for International Affairs in Vienna and Visiting Fulbright Research Professor at the Central European University (CEU) in Budapest, Hungary.  In 2002 he was appointed Adjunct Professor at Georgetown University.


Professor Wiarda began his career as a scholar of Latin American politics, and his writings on Latin America, Spain, Portugal and the developing nations are well known in the field.  While continuing these research and writing interests, over the last twenty years his scholarly interests have broadened to include Russia, East/Central Europe, Asia, Western Europe, Sub-Saharan Africa, comparative democratization, civil society and general comparative politics and American foreign policy.  He has traveled and done extensive research in all these areas, and his textbooks on foreign policy, comparative politics, and the developing nations, as well as his more scholarly writings, are extensively read, quoted, and cited.  In several surveys he was ranked among the five “most influential” scholars of Latin America in the United States and among the top twenty in the field of Comparative Politics.


Alternating for many years between Amherst, Cambridge, and Washington, and between the academic, think tank, and policy worlds, Professor Wiarda was a Visiting Scholar/Research Associate at the Center for International Affairs at Harvard University (1979-81, 1985-86, 1988-91) where he also directed the Faculty Comparative Politics Seminar.  From 1981-87 he was Resident Scholar and Founding Director of the Center for  Hemispheric Studies at the American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research in Washington.  Professor Wiarda has been visiting professor at MIT and George Washington University and a visiting scholar at Harvard (1979-81).  He was Course Chairperson (1982-84) at the Foreign Service Institute of the Department of State, Lead Consultant (1983-84) to the National Bipartisan (Kissinger) Commission on Central America, and Thorton D. Hooper Fellow in International Security Affairs (1987-88) at the Foreign Policy Research Institute (FPRI).  At the National Defense University in Washington, DC, 1991-96, he was Professor of National Security Affairs and directed the Program on Redefining U.S. Security Interests in the Post-Cold War Era, from which several major publications have appeared.  He joined CSIS in 1992; in 2000 he was appointed Public Policy Scholar at the Wilson Center.


Professor Wiarda was the editor of the journal Polity and served previously as the Director of the Center for Latin American Studies at the University of Massachusetts; he was also Chairman of the University’s Council for International Studies.  He is on the editorial board of World Affairs, Portuguese Studies, and Integration.  He has also edited various anthologies and occasional papers series.  He is a member of the Council of Academic Advisers of the Inter-American Foundation and is the United States representative on the Board of the Institute for Latin American Integration.  He served by appointment of the President of the United States on the Presidential Task Force on Project Economic Justice.  He has been a consultant and adviser to four presidents and a variety of private foundations, business firms, and agencies of the United States government.  He has served on the Fulbright advisory panel for choosing Latin American grant recipients and chaired the Department of Education’s Title VI review committee to select the university Latin American centers that would receive language and area studies grants.


Professor Wiarda is a member of national History and Political Science honoraries and has held grants from the Rockefeller Foundation, Institute of Peace, American Council of Learned Societies, Mershon Center, Fulbright Program, the Social Science Research Council, American Philosophical Society, Tinker Foundation, Mellon Foundation, National Endowment for the Humanities, National Institutes of Health, Pew Foundation, Smith Richardson Foundation, the Twentieth Century Fund, Oriente Foundation, Earhart Foundation, and the Aspen Institute.  He has been the recipient of Fulbright awards on three occasions.  He was honored with a distinguished teaching award from the University of Massachusetts, three Distinguished Service Awards from the National Defense University, and two Distinguished Lecturer Awards from the Foreign Service Institute.  He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations in New York; in 1988 he served on Vice President Bush’s foreign policy advisory team.


Dr. Wiarda has published extensively on Latin America, International Relations, Development Policy, Southern Europe, the Third World, Asia, Russia and Eastern Europe, and United States Foreign Policy.  His many books, monographs, and edited volumes include Political Development in Emerging Nations; The Soul of Latin America; Policy Passages: Career Options for Policy Wonks; The Politics of EU and NATO Enlargement; Is Civil Society Exportable?  The American Model and Third World Development; European Politics in the Age of Globalization; Comparative Democracy and Democratization; The Political Legacy of Portugal in Asia; Corporatism and Authoritarianism in Latin America - Revisited; Catholic Roots and Democratic Flowers: The Political system of Spain and Portugal; Cracks in the Consensus: Debating the Democracy Agenda in U.S. Foreign Policy; Universities, Think Tanks, and War Colleges; Latin American Politics and Development (6th edition); Corporatism and Comparative Politics; Non-Western Theories of Development; U.S. Foreign and Strategic Policy in the Post-Cold War Era; Democracy and Its Discontents: Development, Interdependence, and U.S. Policy in Latin America; American Foreign Policy: Actors and Processes (2nd edition); An Introduction to Comparative Politics: Concepts and Processes (2nd edition); and Latin American Politics: A New World of Possibilities.  He is editing a six-volume set on Comparative Politics for Routledge Publishing and is author of a four volume set forthcoming from Rowman and Littlefield.


Earlier books include: Iberia and Latin America: New Democracies, New Policies, New Models; Ethnocentrism and American Foreign Policy: Can We Understand the Third World?; From Reagan to Bush: U.S. Policy Toward Latin America in the 80s and 90s; Politics in Iberia: The Political Systems of Spain and Portugal; The Democratic Revolution in Latin America; Foreign Policy Without Illusion: How Foreign Policy Works and Fails to Work in the United States; Finding Our Way: Toward Maturity in U.S.–Latin American Relations; The Transition to Democracy in Spain and Portugal; The Communist Presence in Central America and the Caribbean; Latin America at the Crossroads: Debt, Development and the Future; the Politics of External Influence in the Dominican Republic; The Iberian-Latin American Connection; New Directions in Comparative Politics; (3rd ed.); In Search of Policy: The United States and Latin American; Rift and Revolution: The Central American Imbroglio; Politics and Social Change in Latin America (4th ed.); Human Rights and U.S. Human Rights Policy; The Dominican Republic: Caribbean Crucible (2nd ed.); The State, Organized Labor, and the Changing Industrial Relations Systems of Southern Europe; Corporatism and National Development in Latin America; The Brazilian Catholic Labor Movement; The Continuing Struggle for Democracy in Latin America; and Corporatism and Development: The Portuguese Experience.  Many of these books have appeared in translation in French, German, Russian, Spanish, Portuguese, Japanese, Korean, and Chinese.


Professor Wiarda has lectured extensively at leading universities and research institutes in the United States, Latin America, Africa, Asia, Israel, and Europe.  His writing have stimulated some fundamental reexaminations of American foreign policy, the way we approach comparative politics, the developing nations and how we interpret Latin American politics and development.  His work is known nationally and internationally and is frequently the subject of discussion, critique, and review by scholars and policy-makers.  He serves as general editor for a series of books in Comparative Politics and Foreign Policy for the Harcourt/Brace/Thomson publishing company. 


Dr. Wiarda was born in Grosse Pointe, Michigan, grew up in Grand Rapids, and was in the honors program at the University of Michigan where he received his BA degree.  His M.A. and Ph.D. degrees were earned at the University of Florida.  He has been a post-graduate scholar at Harvard University and Ohio State University; he also holds an M.S. degree in International Security from the National Defense University.  He was the recipient of an honorary doctorate and holds the position of Honorary Professor at Nizhny Novgorod State University, Russia. He is married to Dr. Ida Siqueria Wiarda, herself a professional political scientist whose current positions are those of Research Specialist at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. (on leave) and Professor of Political Science at the University of Georgia.  They have three grown children.

