The Dominican Republic is ready to start implementing quality educational standards in its schools

(Santo Domingo, Tuesday February 21, 2006)- Argentinean education specialist Jose Quevedo, committee member who participated in elaborating and developing standards for quality education in Argentina, believes the Dominican Republic is ready to begin implementing international standards for quality education.

Quevedo said he has seen a level of determination in the country which prepares it to officially begin implementing norms ISO 9001:2000, which apply to educational systems.
“From what I’ve observed and read with regards to the attitude the government of the Dominican Republic is taking towards adapting international standards for quality in education, I believe they are in an advanced phase,” said Mr. Quevedo. 
He spoke of a trip he made to the country a year earlier in which he was part of an auditing team which looked at the management system used by the Secretary of Education. He noticed, “The country is taking a step in the right direction and has shown the willpower to change, which makes me believe they are ready to apply higher quality standards to their public schools.”

Quevedo highlighted Mexico’s success in adapting the internationally accredited system ISO 9001: 2000. He pointed out that Mexico now has 30, 000 officially certified public schools; a number which is expected to double in three years. 

The accreditations guarantee that these schools have implemented a system of quality control that has been designed by an entire team of teachers who specialize in system management, group management, conflict resolution, and advanced teaching techniques, among other areas that serve to ensure the program keeps improving year after year.

He made these observations at “The Importance of Certifications in an Educational Atmosphere” seminar. The event was celebrated this Tuesday and organized by FUNGLODE and Global Foundation for Democracy and Development (GFDD), in coordination with the Secretary of State of Education.

The seminar is part of the Partners in Learning Program, a Microsoft Corporation initiative in which Microsoft partners with different Governments, Ministries of Education, and other organizations to offer a wide range of education resources—tools, programs, and practices—to empower students and teachers to realize their full potential. 

Paul Goris, Technology and Education Coordinator at FUNGLODE, welcomed guests at the event and introduced Julio Valeiron, a representative from the Secretary of Education. 

