Fundación Global Democracia y Desarrollo is celebrating its fifth anniversary. Five years of enthusiasm, dedication, and passion. Five years of hard work with a clear focus: to contribute to the development of the Dominican Republic. 


From its beginnings in the year 2000, we have been forging a new path, full of questions and obstacles. It has been an enriching work experience for all of us, one that has required a great deal of creativity and innovation.  
From the first ideas written on a piece of paper, to the creation of our name and logo, to defining our daily operating schedule,  from the installation of our first office, and the launching of our first set of programs and activities, we’ve been growing as professionals and as an institution. 
Sometimes, the nature of a project’s breath and depth overwhelmed us. Its reach seemed impossible. Other times, we were certain of its possibilities. 
We stand here today, humble and proud, confident that our efforts have not been in vain and our accomplishments now are part of the national heritage. At the same time we are ready to face new challenges and assume the responsibilities yet to come. 

From our first days in operation, we have been particularly dedicated to establishing ties, on an international level, with institutions whose goals were similar to ours. We set out to “bring the best from the outside into the country.” In other words, we wanted to identify highly qualified international institutions, experts, theories, programs projects, and bring them close to our national public for the country’s benefit. Also, we realized these contacts would soon allow for two-way collaboration so that talented Dominicans would have greater access to recognized institutions abroad. Thus far, it has been the case.
We approached many similar foundations and non-profit organizations with a great deal of curiosity and respect. We wanted to learn their history, study their work and learn from their mistakes. At the same time, we discovered similar interests and possible opportunities to compliment each other in the field.

These exchanges proved to be invaluable because we had very few similar experiences on a national level.
Over the course of the past five years, we have signed collaboration agreements with over 80 institutions in the United States, Europe, and Latin America. We have also associated ourselves, as a non-governmental organization with consulting status, in several agencies of the United Nations System, as are the Department of Public Information, the Economic and Social Council, and the United Nations Conference over Commerce and Development.


The tangible results of these agreements have been conferences, panels, workshops, and training seminars given by international experts. Research projects have also been conducted, among which a notable standout is a study done on competitiveness by Professor Jeffrey Sachs, Director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University.
Our international alliances have also allowed us to open doors for young Dominicans, eager to advance their professional careers, at universities and research centers. 

In the last two years, our intense international projection has been enriched by a new component: Global Foundation for Democracy and Development, a sister organization created in the United States with offices in Washington, D.C. and New York.

Global Foundation for Democracy and Development, or as we call it GFDD, is a private, non-profit institution dedicated to promoting collaboration between international organizations and the Dominican Republic. The purpose of the collaborations is to conduct research projects, elevate the level of public opinion and awareness, design public policy and strategies, offer educational programs, foster professional development, and implement exchange and development programs in areas critical to the social, economic and democratic development of the Dominican Republic, the Caribbean, and Latin America. 
A small team of experts, highly motivated to promoting exchange, collaboration, and transfer of knowledge and technologies, work in both offices and they make a special effort to discovering all the opportunities made available to them in the United States and the rest of western hemisphere.  

Our presence abroad has given us the opportunity to represent the country in the best possible manner, offering information, promoting its image, and helping Dominican artistic and intellectual products find a proper home in the universe of thought.
Inspired by this vision, we are embarking on projects like the portal of the Dominican Republic, the Dominican Virtual University, the Encyclopedic Dictionary of the Dominican Republic’s Natural Environment, and more to come.
Today we can say that Fundación Global Democracia y Desarrollo has gained its place in the country and the world. The institution counts on a large network of international partners. These alliances make us stronger after each joint venture. They influence and enhance our vision while at the same time respecting and promoting our values by allowing us to project our national heritage.

We will continue to work relentlessly to promote the best of the Dominican Republic abroad and contribute to the human and technological development of the country.

Thank you.

