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AGENDA

Roundtable with Civil Society: “Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society”
May 2-3, 2006
Padilha Vidal Room ∙ 1889 F Street NW ∙ Washington, DC

The information revolution and associated technologies are rewriting the development paradigm.  Today, information technology, with its potential to revolutionize the way we work and deal with hemispheric challenges must be an integral part of any development agenda.  Their impact on how countries will be positioned vis-à-vis their ability to produce economic growth and social equality is profound and irreversible.  Information and communication technologies can increase the actual and potential ability of Latin American and Caribbean societies to augment their human capital by accelerating the transfer of information and knowledge, and thus strengthen their productive capacity and competitiveness.


To this end, the Thirty-sixth Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly, to be held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic on June 4-6, 2006 will focus on the central theme “Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society.”  Following tradition, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Americas meeting on this occasion will discuss how the relationship between knowledge and the application of information and telecommunications technologies can contribute to strengthen democratic governance and sustainable development in the region.
Likewise, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the region will discuss and adopt resolutions related to various themes that are part of the Inter-American agenda, such as the promotion and protection of human rights, the follow-up of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, social and economic development, hemispheric security, the situation of children, the fight against corruption, strengthening democracy, and conflict resolution and attention to crises, among others.

Since 2003, the year in which the dialogue between representatives of civil society and the Heads of Delegation was institutionalized in the main political-organizational body of the Organization, in the framework of the thirty-third OAS General Assembly held in Santiago, Chile, the Summits of the Americas Department has facilitated the creation of a space that allows civil society organizations and networks to engage in discussion on themes that occupy the Inter-American agenda as well as center their attention on the theme of the General Assembly. 

For this reason, on May 2-3, 2006, the Summits of the Americas Department, with the support of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Open Society Institute, Microsoft, and the Global Foundation for Democracy and Development (FUNGLODE), will facilitate a Hemispheric Forum entitled Roundtable with Civil Society and special session of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC): “Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society.”  On May 3 , 2006, civil society representatives will have the opportunity to engage OAS Member States during the Special Session of the CISC.  During the Special Session, representatives of civil society will present the recommendations adopted in the Roundtable with Civil Society, which will be to serve as a basis for the dialogue among the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and representatives of civil society at the XXXVI OAS General Assembly of the Dominican Republic, as well as present their comments and suggestions regarding the theme of the XXXVI OAS General Assembly.
The purpose of this Roundtable with Civil Society is to encourage increased discussions and the exchange ideas among civil society organizations actively implementing OAS resolutions and working in the areas of the inter-American agenda and provide them an opportunity to formalize and compile their recommendation and suggestions. In this context, the Roundtable with Civil Society seeks not only to build on the current momentum in the relationship between civil society, democracy, and the OAS, but also to benefit from the multifaceted resources of civil society in the involvement, implementation, and monitoring of the mandates emanating from the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Declaration of Florida and the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata.
Themes of analysis: 

· Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society

· The Promotion of Democracy and the Declaration of Florida 

· The Promotion of Human Rights
· Social and Economic Development and the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata

Relevant documents:
1. Draft Declaration of Santo Domingo (previously La Romana) CP/doc. 4093/06 rev. 1
2. Draft Resolution: Support for the Hemispheric Agenda of the Knowledge Society (GT/DLR-3/06)

3. The Declaration of Florida AG/DEC. 41(XXXV-O/05)
4. The Inter-American Democratic Charter AG/DOC.8 (XXVIII-I/01)
5. Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata 
6. Science, Technology, Engineering and Innovation for Development
Participants:

· Representatives of civil society organizations and networks 

· Permanent  and Alternate Representatives of the missions of OAS Member States 

· Personnel from the OAS General Secretariat 

May 2, 2006

8:30am


Registration

9:00-9:15am

Welcoming Addresses

Jose Miguel Insulza, Secretary General, OAS
Ambassador Roberto Alvarez, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS

9:15-9:20am

Introduction 

Luis Alberto Rodriguez, Director, Summits of the Americas Department
9:20-9:40am
Special Guest Presentation
Eugenio Beaufrand, Vice President, Microsoft Latin America
9:40-10:00am
Special Guest Presentation

Daniel Marcek, Deputy Director of Hewlett Packard University Relations
10:00-10:15am

Coffee Break
10:15-12:00pm
Session I – Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society
10:15-10:30am 
Principal Speaker: Alfonso Quiñónez, Acting Executive Secretary for Integral Development 
10:30am-12:00pm
Discussion of topic 

Moderator: Maria de la Paz Silva, Board Member, Somos@Telecentros Network
12:00-12:15pm

Special Guest Presentation

Ambassador John Maisto, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of the United States of America to the OAS
12:15-2:15pm

Lunch

2:15-4:15pm
Session II – The Promotion of Democracy and the Declaration of Florida
2:15-2:30pm
Principal Speaker: Mariclaire Acosta, Director, Department for the Promotion of Governance, Secretariat for Political Affairs, OAS
2:30-2:45pm
Discussion Motivator: Iván Orozco, Professor, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Social Sciences, Universidad de los Andes
2:45-4:15pm

Discussion of topic
Moderator: Catalina Delpiano, Assistant Executive Director, Corporación Participa
4:15-4:30pm

Coffee Break
4:30-6:30pm
Session III – Social and Economic Development and the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata
4:30-4:45pm
Principal Speaker: Rosana Martinelli, Specialist, Department of Social Development and Employment, Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, OAS
4:45-5:00pm
Discussion Motivator: Adele Jones, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of The West Indies
5:00-6:30pm

Discussion of topic 

Moderator: Juana Kuramoto, Associate Researcher, Grupo de Analisis para el Desarrollo (GRADE)
May 3, 2006

10:00-12:00am
Session IV – The Promotion of Human Rights

10:00-10:15am
Principal Speaker: Ariel Dulitzky, Human Rights Principal Specialist, Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
10:15-10:30am
Discussion Motivator: Ariela Peralta, Deputy Director, Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL)
10:30am-12:00pm
Discussion of topic 

Moderator: Benjamín Cuellar, Director, Instituto de Derechos Humanos, Universidad Centroamericana "José Simeón Cañas"
12:00-1:00pm

Preparatory Session for the Special Session of the CISC
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Special Session of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC): “Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society”
May 3, 2005
Padilha Vidal Room ∙ 1889 F Street NW ∙ Washington, DC

2:30pm

The Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) coordinates OAS activities to support the Summit of the Americas Process and the activities related with the follow-up to support the Summit of the Americas Process.  The CISC also requests and receives input from civil society organizations related with their participation in the Summits Process, and promotes the strengthening of relations between civil society organizations and OAS political bodies.

In order to lend continuity to the pursuit of mandates entrusted to it in the preceding term, including AG/RES. 2091 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2092 (XXXV-O/05), CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), and CP/RES. (1217/99), the CISC included in its Plan of Action a Special Session, the meeting which is not only open to the presence of civil society but calls for an open dialogue among Member States and representatives of civil society.  This Special Session will be a unique opportunity to for representatives of civil society to dialogue with members of the CISC regarding civil society participation and the activities of the OAS and build on the current momentum in the relationship between civil society and the OAS in the implementation and monitoring of the OAS resolutions and Summits of the Americas mandates.

1.
Welcoming Addresses

· Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, OAS

· Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina to the OAS and Chair of the CISC

2.
Presentation of civil society recommendations relating to the theme of the XXXVI OAS General Assembly, “Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society”


-
Presentation of CSO recommendations relating to the Roundtable with Civil Society

Session I – Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society

Session II – Promotion of Democracy and the Declaration of Florida

Session III – Social and Economic Development and the Declaration and 

Plan of Action of Mar del Plata

Session IV – Promotion of Human Rights


-
Additional civil society interventions regarding the theme of the XXXVI OAS General Assembly “Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society”


-
Interventions from OAS Member States
3.
Closing Remarks

Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina to the OAS and Chair of the CISC
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