Position Papers

The Model UN consists much more than just debate and negotiations.  It is more difficult to uphold the position of your country if you are not prepared in writing good documents either.  For this main reason that writing these papers are included in the Model UN and should be your key tool for communication before and after the conferences.  In the Model UN the participants should write two principal types of documents including; position papers and proposals for resolutions.  

Before initiating all conferences of the Model UN, each delegation should prepare their position paper in each of their topics to be discussed in the different committees in which their country participates in.  These documents not only assist the delegates in organizing their ideas but also help prepare the entire delegation in the education and representation of their foreign policies.  The position papers should not only define the topic of the agenda, but also should present the relationship that this topic has with their national interests.  (The agenda of the topics for the CILA 2006 has already been 
pre-established by the Secretary General and their order of procedure will be established at the first session by each committee).  In some conferences, the debate about the agenda should continue when the discussions and voting of the first topic have begun.  Often, the organizers of the conferences require that the position papers be submitted before the start of the conferences.  
The position paper should be the most significant element of the conferences of the Model UNs.  The position papers are an important part in the preparation of each delegate and preparing them will present themselves very useful for the participants, even when the organizers of some conferences don’t require them.  Generally the position papers are written between 500 and 2500 words.  In addition to staring with a brief introduction about the topic, the paper should contain the position of the country in relation to the proposed topic discussed in the committee.  An excellent position paper should begin with a brief historical note about the topic and the background of your country in regards to this topic.  It should also contain the following: i) a clear approach of your country’s foreign policy towards the topic, ii) which are the contributions of your country towards the resolution of the problems addressed, iii) finally, the new proposals from your country’s perspectives in order to solve the problem. 
How to write the position paper? 
· It is the key for a complete presentation and ideal for the positioning of your country throughout the conference. 
· A position paper will simply reveal the stance of a country before one of the topics in the agenda presented to the Assembly, Council, Committee or Organization.  

· Speak briefly about the history of the issues presented and make suggestions about possible solutions.  

· Proposal: There is a separate position paper for each topic in the different committees.  In conclusion, each delegation (two students who represent the same country in one committee) should prepare two position papers, one for each topic.  This will help the delegates to organize their ideas, in the same way that it helps them represent the foreign policies and interests of the country they represent. 
· The position paper will define each topic of the agenda along with the varied aspects related to the interests of their respective countries. 
· It is recommended to elaborate this document before the beginning of the conference so that the students have a clear idea of the position of their country.  
· (Note: For the next year it is required to submit the position papers for the evaluation by the United Nations Association of the Dominican Republic).  

Structure of the Position Papers 
· Collect all the information which is necessary for the full knowledge of your country. 
· Define each topic of the agenda and its relation with the national interests of your country. 

· Go directly to the point of each topic.

· The document should be prepared individually or in pairs (the two delegates who will be participating together in this committee) and should have a length between 1-2 pages. 

· The position paper consists of three essential parts:  

	History
	Politics
	Negotiations for the Future

	a. Documents from the UN (www.un.org) 
b. Resolutions from the UN gopher://gopher.un.org) 
c.    Treaties 
	a.    Foreign Policy and Juridical System 
b.  Speeches given by government officials (www.un.org/Overview/Missions.htm#perm) 
c.    Quotes from documents and speeches  
	a. In your paper, propose solutions to the topics discussed which can be later used for working documents and proposals. 

b. Make sure you take the position of your country and not your own personal one. 
c. Remember you are representing a designated country and not yourself. 


PAGE  

